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PANCOAST 


This  familiar,  yet  rather  singular,  surname  is  not,  as  some  may 
think,  a  transformation  of  the  word  “Pentecost , ”  but  is,  undoubtedly, 
a  corruption  of  Pankhurst,  or  Panckhurst- -which  latter  name  is  still  to 
be  found  in  England.  The  founder  of  the  American  family,  John  Pancoast, 
likewise  appears  as  “John  Panckhurst"  in  some  of  the  ancient  New  Jersey 
records. 

We  f  irst  encounter  the  name  of  John  Pancoast  as  that  of  one  of  the 
framers  and  signer  of  the  first  constitution  of  lower  New  Jersey,  “The 
Concessions  and  Agreements  of  the  Proprietors,  Freeholders  and  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Province  of  West  New  Jersey  in  America,”  which  was  signed 
in  England,  March  3,  1676,  by  151  men  interested  in  the  enterprise  -- 
William  Penn  among  the  number. 

From  a  statement  reduced  to  writing  by  one  of  his  sons,  we  learn 
of  the  implanting  of  the  Pancoast  name  in  America.  John  Pancoast,  his 
two  sons  and  six  daughters,  arrived  at  Burlington,  West  New  Jersey,  in 
the  month  of  October,  1680,  in  the  ship  “ Paradise.  ”  Shortly  after  his 
disembarkation  at  Burlington,  John  Pancoast  presented  the  usual  Certifi¬ 
cate  of  Removal  to  the  Friends’  Monthly  Meeting  at  that  place  as  follows: 

“From  the  Mens  Monthly  Meeting  at  Vgbrooke  in  the  County  of  North¬ 
ampton  in  old  England,  the  13th  day  of  ye  3d  month,  1680,  to  ye  ffrds  and 
Brethren  in  New  Jersey  in  America,  greeting:  Whereas  this  our  friend 
John  Panckhurst  of  Ashton  having  laid  his  intentions  of  transporting 
himself  into  New  Jersey  and  desired  a  Certificate  from  this  meeting  -- 
Th  ese  may  therefore  let  you  understand  that  ye  sd  John  Panckhurst  hath 
lived  soberly  as  becometh  ye  truth  and  yt  he  is  clear  from  all  women  as 
to  relation  in  marriage  soe  far  as  we  understand  &  that  ffriends  here 
have  not  anything  against  his  transporting  himselfe  by  reason  yt  we  do 
not  understand  but  that  he  hath  left  all  things  clear  as  to  his  debts; 
all  we  thought  meet  to  signifie  &c;  in  testimony  thereunto  we  whose 
names  are  under  written  have  set  our  hands  by  the  direction  of  ye  sd 
meeting  &  shall  rest  yor  ffrds  and  brethren. ” 

This  document  gave  him  entrance  into  the  confidence  and  fellowship 
of  his  Burlington  neighbors,  he  having  established  himself  in  the  county 
in  question,  though  not  in  the  village  of  Burlington;  and,  from  that 
time  till  the  end  of  his  days,  fourteen  years  later,  he  was  an  honored 
and  an  influential  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  community,  and  the 
advancement  of  industry,  Christianity  and  good-fellowship  in  his  wil¬ 
derness  home. 

In  the  “Book  of  Surveys"  of  Thomas  Revell--a  fellow  signer  of  the 
“Concessions  and  Agreements"--we  find  a  “Return  of  Survey”  for  John 
Pancoast,  Oct.  24,  1680,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  “  against  Matt- 
acopenny  on  the  north  side  of  Assiscunck  Creek"--the  tract  in  question 
being  in  Mansfield  township.  In  this  document  his  surname  is  given  as 
“Pancas.  " 

A  year  and  a  half  later,  April  5,  1682,  we  find  another  “Return  of 
burvey,”  in  favor  of  “John  Pancoast  ”  as  the  name  is  there  spelled,  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  adjoining  land  of  Thomas  Barton--also 
a  fellow  signer  of  the  “Concessions  and  Agreements.” 

A  number  of  years  later,  in  May  1690,  there  was  a  “Return  of  Survey' 
in  the  name  of  “John  Pancoast,”  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  “Along 
the  line  of  the  Indian  purchase, "  adjoining  property  of  Thomas  Wright. 
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Thus,  by  these  several  instruments,  lie  became  possessed  of  various 
tracts  of  land,  which  he  developed  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  permitted, 
lie  being  a  tiller  ol  the  soil,  as  were  practically  ail  his  fellow  immi¬ 
grants,  no  matter  what  their  respective  avocations  may  have  been  before 
leaving  England;  a  resort  to  nature  for  sustenance  being  the  logical 
concomitant  of  pioneer  life. 

In  the  public  records,  as  well  as  in  the  Society  of  Friends,  we 
find  numerous  references  to  John  Pancoast.  In  the  year  1681  he  was  Reg¬ 
ulator  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  Burlington  County.  In  1682,  he  was 
selected  as  Constable  for  the  Yorkshire  Ienth.  In  1685,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  of  West  New  Jersey,  which  convened  at  Burlington. 
All  of  these  posts  of  honor  and  responsibility,  far  transcending  in 
consequence  similar  offices  of  the  present  day. 

Ihe  celebrated  Keithian  agitation  among  the  Quakers  of  America 
arose  during  the  concluding  years  of  the  life  ol  Jolrn  Pancoast--which 
created  everlasting  discord  in  the  Society  of  friends.  Pancoast  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  peacemakers,  and,  at  the  Yearly  Meeting,  Sept.  4-7, 
1692,  united  with  other  leading  Quakers  in  signing  a  memorial  addressed 
“  lo  Our  Friends  and  Brethren  in  the  Truth,  both  in  Pennsylvania,  East 
and  West  Jersey,  and  elsewhere.” 

Ihe  last  reference  to  John  Pancoast,  prior  to  his  decease,  is  in 
connection  with  the  distribution,  Nov.  20,  1694,  of  the  estate  ol  Peter 
barvey. 

He  made  his  own  will  ten  days  later  Nov.  30,  1694,  and  died  shortly 
afterward,  or  prior  to  Dec.  12,  1694,  on  which  day  the  inventory  of  his 
estate  was  filed. 

The  granting  of  letters  testamentary,  Dec.  22,  1694,  to  his  son, 
William  Pancoast,  is  entered  in  the  records  ol  the  burlington  County 
Court. 

Jolrn  Pancoast  was  three  times  married.  The  name  of  his  first  wife, 
and  the  motherofall  his  children,  is  unknown,  aside  from  the  tact  that 
her  Christian  name  is  supposed  to  have  been  Elizabeth.  She  died  be  tore 
the  family  left  England,  notwithstanding  the  statement  made  by  certain 
writers  that  she  accompanied  him  and  her  children  upon  the  long  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic.  That  he  was  single--a  bachelor  or  a  widower--is 
clearly  indicated  in  the  Certificate  oi  Removal  quoted  previously. 

He  married,  secondly,  immediately  after  Oct.  2,  1682,  subsequent  to 
his  arrival  in  West  New  Jersey,  Ann  Snowden,  who,  if  she  was  not  a  widow, 
must  have  been  a  kinswoman,  probably  a  sister  ol  John  and  William 
Snowden,  ancestors  of  the  well-known  Snowden  families  oi  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey.  She  seems  to  have  borne  him  no  children,  and  to  have 
died  within  a  short  time. 

Seven  years  later  John  Pancoast  married  a  third  time,  and  upon  this 
occasion  he  was  a  little  more  precipitous  than  when  he  took  unto  himself 
his  second  wife.  Per  consequence  he  got  into  hot  water  with  his  Quaker 
Brethren.  His  third  wife  was  Jane  Chipman,  nee  Curtis,  widow  ol  John 
Chapman,  whom  Pancoast  married  only  five  months  after  the  death  of  her 
previous  husband.  But  they  were  forgiven. 

John  Pancoast  was  the  lather  ol  nine  children,  all  born  in  England. 
The  various  records  ol  the  family  which  are  available  agree  in  naming 
eight  children,  but  there  was  also  a  ninth--and  thereuy  hangs  a  tale, 
and  a  very  interesting  one,  too:  a  tale  which  fully  illustrates  the 
ancient  maxim  that  “truth  is  stranger  than  fiction.” 

ihe  exact  order  ol  the  births  ol  John  Pancoast’s  nine  children  is 
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unknown  to  us,  but  their  names  were  as  follows:  Mary,  Ann,  James, 
William,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Hannah  and  Susannah. 

The  child  referred  to  above,  whose  name  is  not  usually  mentioned 
among  the  offspring  of  John  Pancoast,  was  James  Pancoast,  who  did  not 
accompany  the  others  to  America,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  preceded 
them  there  under  circumstances  altogether  remarkable.  His  experiences, 
indeed,  might  well  form  the  basis  of  a  Colonial  novel,  they  having  been 
quite  as  extraordinary,  for  instance,  as  those  of  the  heroes  of  Mary  E. 
Wilkins  Freeman’s  “The  Heart’s  Highway,"  or  Mary  Johnston’s  “Prisoners 
of  Hope”;  for,  like  them,  James  Pancoast  was  a  “Hedemptioner,  ’’  having 
been  sold  into  slavery  in  America. 

The  facts  were  brought  out  in  a  notable  action  at  law,  -which  came 
before  the  Courts  of  Maryland  over  a  century  ago,  and  over  a  century 
after  the  events  in  question  occurred.  This  case  bore  the  title  of 
“Pancoast’s  Lessee  vs.  Addison.” 

The  action  referred  to  was  brought  by  certain  heirs  of  William 
Pancoast,  supposedly  the  eldest  son  of  John  Pancoast,  was  in  the  nature 
of  an  ejectment  proceeding  to  recover  land  formerly  owned  by  James,  who 
had  been  known  as  “James  Pencott”--still  another  transformation  or  mal¬ 
formation  of  the  name  of  Panckhurst,  or  Pancoast. 

James  Pancoast,  it  seems,  after  serving  out  his  term  as  a  Redemp- 
tioner”  with  the  Marylander  to  whom  he  h^d  been  sold  by  the  ship  captain, 
had  acquired  a  considerable  estate,  and  had  become  a  leading  citizen  of 
the  section  of  Maryland- -Prince  George's  County--where  he  had  located, 
and  where  he  had,  Oct.  1,  1687,  obtained  a  grant  of  land,  the  recovery 
of  which  was  the  basis  of  the  above-mentioned  suit. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that  he  lived  in  Maryland  many  years  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  presence  in  America  of  his  father,  brothers  and 
sisters.  It  is,  moreover,  quite  likely  that  John  Pancoast  went  to  his 
grave  in  1694,  utterly  oblivious  of  the  fate  of  this  son,  though  the 
latter  was  then  a  resident  of  a  sister  Province. 

It  was  evidently  not  until  the  close  of  his  life--he  died  ip  or 
prior  to  1734--that  James  Pancoast  learned  of  and  visited  his  kinsmen  in 
New  Jersey,  for  his  grandnephew- -who  was  born  in  1733,  about  the  time  of 
the  journey  from  and  back  to  Maryland--testif ies  that  his  great-uncle 
was  drowned  on  his  return  trip,  in  crossing  the  Potomac  River. 

It  may  be  stated  in  passing,  that  the  Pancoast  heirs  won  their  suit 
in  the  lower  Court,  and  probably  did,  also,  in  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
where  the  case  was  entered  at  the  June  Term,  1805'.  Concerning  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  matter,  however,  the  present  writer  possesses  no  positive 
data. 

Of  the  sons  of  John  Pancoast  who  accompanied  him  to  West  New  Jersey 
in  1680,  the  elder  was  William  Pancoast,  who  was  then  only  a  child,  he 
having  been  born  about  1670;  possibly  shortly  betore.  He  had  attained 
his  majority  but  a  short,  time  when  his  father  died,  the  first  week  of 
IV'c.  lo‘)4.  The  latter  designated  his  elder  son,  William  Pancoast,  as  the 
executor  of  his  will. 

Concerning  the  incidents  of  the  life  of  William  Pancoast,  we  possess 
no  specific  details,  aside  from  those  mentioned.  It  was  a  period  when 
newspapers  were  unknown.  It  was  an  age  practically  barren  of  literature, 
that  is,  in  an  agricultural  community.  Letter  writing  was  rarely  indulged 
in.  Consequently  we  have  few  records  which  mirror  the  lives  of  our  ances¬ 
tors  at  that  time. 

He  spent  his  life  at  the  homestead  in  Mansfield  township,  Burlington 
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County,  inherited  from  his  father,  and  there  he  died,  shortly  after  July 
10,  1742,  the  date  of  a  codicil  to  his  will,  and  prior  to  Aug.  28,  1742, 
when  said  will  and  codicil  were  probated. 

William  Pancoast  was  married,  Sept.  1,  1695,  tollannah  Scattergood, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Scattergood,  founders  of  the  well-known 
Quaker  family  of  that  name  of  Stepney  Parish,  London,  England,  who  came 
to  West  New  Jersey  in  1677. 

To  William  and  Hannah  (Scattergood)  Pancoast  eight  children  were 
born,  namely:  William,  Joseph,  John  ,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Samuel ,  Seth  and 
Sarah;  all  of  whom  reached  maturity  and  married.  There  may  have  been 
others  who  died  young. 

Joseph  Pancoast,  second  of  the  sons  of  the  first  William  Pancoast, 
died  Aug.  1749.  He  married  Oct.  14,  1730,  Mary  Ogborne,  of  Springfield 
township,  Burlington  County,  N.J.  They  had  seven  children:  Israel, 
Shedlock,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Hannah  and  Thomas. 

Shedlock  Pancoast,  the  second  of  the  above  seven  children,  married 
Hannah  Atkinson,  granddaughter  of  William  Atkinson  who  came  to  South 
Jersey  in  the  late  17th  century  from  England,  and  died  Dec.  1797.  They 
had  four  children:  Joseph,  Isaiah,  Jonathan  and  Mary. 

Isaiah  Pancoast,  second  of  the  above  four  children,  born  1768,  died 
Dec.  1843;  married  1790  inNew  Jersey,  Letica  Gaskill,  who  died  in  1858. 
Isaiah  moved  to  Cooks town,  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  after  his  marriage  and  on 
to  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  in  the  fail  of  1810  and  took  up  2,000  acres  of 
Government  land  on  Deer  Creek  where  he  established  a  grist  mill  and 
founded  Pancoastburg,  Ohio.  They  had  seven  children:  Shreve,  Shedlock, 
Isaiah,  Samuel,  Eliza  (ntarried  Thomas  Littleton,  and  their  grandchildren 
live  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa),  a  daughter  who  married  Thomas  Hudson,  and 
Jarusha  (who  married  John  Messmore). 

Samuel  Pancoast,  fourth  of  the  above  seven  children,  born  Aug.  6, 
1793  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  died  July  3,  1861;  moved  to  Iowa;  married 
Sept.  11,  1825,  Jane  Walker,  born  Sept.  17,  1794,  died  Jan.  14,  1880; 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Margaret  (Armstrong)  Walker,  oT  Scotch  ancestry; 
descendant  of  John  Walker,  who  emigrated  to  Chester  County,  Pa.  in  1726. 
By  the  above  marriage,  there  were  six  children  as  follows: 

(1)  George  Whitfield  Pancoast,  born  Feb.  19,  1828,  died  Oct.  8,  1874; 
unmarried. 

(2)  Margaret  Armstrong  Pancoast,  born  Aug.  6,  1830;  married  (1)  B.  F. 
Freeman;  (2)  R.  F.  Ratcliff.  No  issue. 

(3)  Joel  Walker  Pancoast,  born  July  22,  1833,  died  March  14,  1881; 

married  (1)  Nov.  7,  1861,  Nancy  Slimmer;  (2)  - Slimmer,  Issue,  one 

child  by  each  marriage: 

1.  Jennie  Pancoast,  born  Oct.  6,  1862,  married  Jan.  20,  1881,  Dr. 
James  E.  Miller.  Issue,  three  children:  Bertine,  James  E. ,  Jr. , 
and  Ava  Miller. 

2.  Daisy  Pancoast. 

(4)  Isaiah  Whitney  Pancoast,  born  Oct.  11,  1836,  died  Dec.  31,  1921; 
unmarried. 

(5)  John  Walker  Pancoast,  born  July  16,  1839,  died  Sept.  16,  1881; 
unmarried 

(6)  Elizabeth  Jane  Pancoast  --  of  whom  below. 
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Elizabeth  Jane  Pancoast,  just  mentioned  above,  born  May  3,  1843, 
died  Aug.  12,  1881;  married  James  Franklin  Potts,  born  Feb.  4,  1842, 
died  Aug.  27,  1885;  lumber  dealer;  soldier  in  the  Civil  War;  seventh  of 
the  ten  children  of  William  and  Dorcas  (Mitchell)  Potts,  and  descendant 
of  Thomas  Potts  (of  the  “Shield"),  who  came  from  Chesterf ield,  Derby¬ 
shire,  England,  to  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  in  1678.  (See  POTIS  sketch). 

By  the  above  marriage,  there  were  three  children:  Margaret,  George 
Walker  and  Clyde  Potts  --  all  of  whom  below. 

Margaret  Potts,  eldest  of  the  above  three  children,  born  Sept.  19, 
1867,  died  Dec.  30,  1921;  married  June  22,  1893,  George  Waggoner  Gray, 
born  Dec.  11,  1860.  They  had  four  children: 

( 1)  Dorothy  Gray,  born  Oct.  25,  1894,  married  Sept.  7,  1920,'  Wilbern  T. 
Caudill,  born  Aug.  20,  1893,  died  1946. 

(Besides,  Des  Moines,  Iowa).  Issue,  three  children: 

1.  George  Gray  Caudill,  born  Nov.  15,  1921;  U.  S.  N. 

2.  Clyde  Caudill,  born  Dec.  14,  1923. 

3.  William  James  Caudill,  born  Nov.  25,  1926;  U.  S.  N. 

(2)  Helen  Elizabeth  Gray,  born  Feb.  22,  1899. 

(3)  xiuth  Mary  Gray,  born  Feb.  2,  1902;  librarian  Drew  University. 

(4)  Marian  Louise  Gray,  born  Nov.  7,  1905,  married  June  20,  1935, 
Colden  H.  Cummings,  born  April  17,  1906,  died  1947. 

(Besides,  Glen  Ellyn,  Illinois).  Issue,  two  children: 

1.  Douglas  Gray  Cummings,  born  Nov.  19,  1940. 

2.  Michael  Colden  Cummings,  born  March  20,  1945. 

George  Walker  Potts,  brother  of  the  above  Margaret  Potts,  born  Sept. 
7,  1871;  married  (1)  May  23,  1894,  Dorothy  Watts;  married  (2)  Clara 
Louise  Lang,  born  June  19,  1879. 

(Beside,  Fairfield,  Iowa).  Issue,  three  children: 

(1)  Donald  Potts,  born  Aug.  26,  1907,  married  March  30,  1934,  Harriet 
Paxson.  (Beside,  Burlington,  ’Iowa) . 

(2)  Marjorie  Potts,  born  July  28,  1909,  married  1933,  Cecil  Madden, 
Major,  U.S.A.  (Beside,  Fairfield,  Iowa). 

(3)  Janet  Elizabeth  Potts,  born  Feb.  16,  1919,  married  1941,  Dr.  Julius 
J.  Gibbons,  Lt. ,  U.S.A.M.C.  Issue  one  child: 

1.  George  Michael  Gibbons,  born  Aug.  9,  1943. 

Clyde  Potts,  brother  of  the  above  George  Walker  Potts,  and  the 
youngest  of  the  three  children  of  James  Franklin  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
(Pancoast)  Potts,  bornLibertyville,  Iowa,  Nov.  1,  1876;  graduated  C.E., 
Cornell,  1901.  Three  years  in  water  department  City  of  Philadelphia,  and 
junior  engineer,  U.S.A. ,  at  Detroit.  Since  1904  has  been  in  practice  as 
an  engineer  in  New  York  City,  specializing  in  sanitary  work. 

Among  the  most  noted  accomplishments:  a  sewerage  works  at  Morris¬ 
town  and  Atlantic  City,  N.J.;  West  Haven,  Stratford  and  Greenwich,  Conn . ; 
Bockville  Center,  New  York,  and  Bockaway  Valley  sewer  for  Jersey  City, 
N.J  . ;  also  at  Athens,  Greece,  and  other  foreign  cities. 

For  the  past  twenty-five  years,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  New 
Jersey  Department  of  Health,  and  six  times  President  of  its  Board.  In 
1918,  while  a  member  of  the  Board,  he  took  an  active  part  in  establish¬ 
ing  a  bureau  of  child  hygiene  and  assisted  in  its  extension  throughout 
the  state.  Was  elected  Mayor  of  Morristown,  N.J. ,  in  1922,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  term  will  have  served  as  Mayor  for  twenty-two 
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years,  being  elected  eleven  times. 

In  1927  Mr.  Potts  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  a  national 
historical  park  at  Morristown  on  land  occupied  by  General  Washington  and 
the  Continental  Army;  this  Congress  approved  by  its  act  of  1933. 

In  the  first  World  War,  he  was  consulting  engineer  in  the  ordnance 
bureau  of  U.  S.  War  Dept. 

Member  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  American  Public  Health 
Association,  American  and  N.  E.  Water  Works  Association,  New  Jersey 
Sanitary  Association  (president  1915),  Sons  American  Revolution. 

Clyde  Potts  married  (1)  April  17,  1903,  Jane  Anne  Miller,  born  Oct. 
17,  1879,  died  Dec.  9,  1933,  daughter  of  Curtis  R.  Miller  of  Elmira,  N.Y. 
Married  (2)  Aug.  30,  1941,  Mary  (Ryan)  Field,  born  Sept.  3,  1887,  the 
daughter  of  Patrick  Martin  Ryan  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  widow  of  George 
Albert  Field. 

By  the  above  first  marriage,  there  were  two  children: 

(1)  Jane  Walker  Potts,  born  March  20,  1906,  married  Aug.  1939,  John 
Donovan  Collins  3d,  bom  Dec.  3,  1906. 

(Reside,  Morristown,  N.J.)  Issue: 

1.  Linda  Lou  Collins,  bom  June  14,  1943. 

(2)  Elizabeth  Potts,  bom  Feb.  20,  1915,  married  Dec.  31,  1938,  Edward 
John  Hanly,  bom  April  6,  1912.  (Reside,  Morristown,  N.J.) 
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